THE REGIONS OF POWER
"Recently you spoke with immense admiration
of Julius Caesar, but placed Jesus above him.
That is, if I did not take you up wrongly ?"
"Jesus was the greater/' he answered; "Caesar
comes in the second place. Just think! To start
a movement which has lasted two thousand years,
which has four hundred million adherents, many
of them poets and philosophers! This is un-
paralleled. And Rome is the centre whence the
movement radiated. Yet it is a very remarkable
fact that the most humane among the Roman
emperors were the fiercest persecutors of the
Christians."
"Yesterday/' I said, "when I was contemplating
the equestrian statue of Marcus Aurelius on the
Capitol I recalled a saying of his which I last
read under remarkable circumstances, namely
inscribed as a motto in Cecil Rhodes' villa near
Capetown: *Do not forget that you are a Roman;
but bear in mind, also, that you are an emperor/ "